EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Camp Shelby, activated in 1917, is the largest state-owned and operated field training site in the United States.  It encompasses approximately 134,820 acres and serves as a training site for National Guardsmen and Reservists from throughout the country, hosting as many as 100,000 personnel annually.  Over the years, Camp Shelby has become an integral part of the Hattiesburg community.  With over 1,000 full-time positions, the camp’s economic impact is substantial contributing more than $60 million annually through payroll and in state purchases.
Urban encroachment on military installations is a national concern and in 2001, the Department of Defense completed a Installation Environmental Noise Management Plan which provided the foundation for the development of this Joint Land Use Study JLUS.  The JLUS objective is twofold:  1) to encourage cooperative land use planning between military installations and the surrounding communities so that future community growth and development are compatible with the training or operational missions of the installation; and 2) to seek ways to reduce the operational impacts on adjacent land.  

The goals of the Camp Shelby JLUS are:

· To protect the health, safety and welfare of the civilian and military communities at and around Camp Shelby or prevent encroachments that could negatively affect the quality of life for residents of the areas surrounding Camp Shelby

· To protect and promote the present and future operational capabilities of Camp Shelby and the Mississippi Army National Guard to continue operations as a Power Support Platform and Mobilization Station for the military and carry out its important missions

· To ensure the viability of Camp Shelby Training Site and therefore the viability of a large portion of the region’s economic base

· To encourage cooperative land use planning efforts between Camp Shelby and Forrest County, Perry County, and Hattiesburg which will help to ensure continued good relations between these groups

· To identify current land use patterns, recognize compatible land use, and address incompatible land use concerns – thus preventing future encroachments that could jeopardize the capacity and mission of Camp Shelby

· To identify, suggest, and update appropriate land use and development policies and regulations


Land use/land cover analysis of the JLUS area reveals about 71% of the area is timberland and only 3% is developed as either residential or small urban concentrations.  Despite the rural character of the area, and the fact the population grew by only 759 people (.94%) between 1990 and 2000, the threat of a southward expansion of Hattiesburg is a cause for concern.  Fortunately at this time, Camp Shelby and area residents are in a good neighbor situation.  Future development and encroachment could bring harmful results.
Compatible land use activities include the continuance of tree farming or agroforestry.  Agroforestry dominates the economic landscape of the JLUS area.  Forest land also provides for numerous recreational opportunities in the area.  Land protected for recreational opportunities is an ideal way in which to prevent encroachment problems in the study area.

Agriculture has been a part of the land use pattern in this area since the first settlers arrived just more than one hundred years ago.  Today, agriculture and open fields account for only 6.1% of the land use activity in the JLUS area and are not seen as an incompatible activity.  Agricultural expansion is limited by the area’s rolling topography, variable soil quality, and limited markets.  Small-farm operations have evolved around and remain focused upon row crops, orchards, chickens, truck farming, small-scale cattle and dairy operations, and hay fields.  Existing agricultural operations are considered compatible land use activities and are beneficial to the land owners and farmers.

From the results of the studies and analyses performed for this effort, it appears that there will be limited immediate negative affect from growth in the study area.  The active use of Camp Shelby as one of the largest military training grounds for National Guard volunteers will continue to be the main catalyst for growth in the study area.  The training mission at Camp Shelby appears to be strong and continually adjusting to meet the modern advanced training needs of the military.   There is no basis to believe that Camp Shelby's position in the local economy will lessen in importance.  It is more likely to continue to grow.  Camp Shelby will remain a local economic development engine creating new opportunities for local development.  It is important to the local area that this development is well-coordinated to insure the continuance of the good neighbor situation that currently exists within the Joint Land Use Study area.


Clearly the most immanent potential for incompatibility comes from people and noise pollution.  If residential development grows and attracts residents from outside the Camp Shelby area, the potential for new neighbors with opposing opinions about Camp Shelby's mission becomes a possibility.  New home construction in the JLUS area should adopt noise mitigation practices in construction.  It should be determined what construction characteristics should be utilized and eventually required.  Increased insulation, insulated windows, and sound buffering siding are characteristics that should be considered.  Public notification of noise potential should also be considered.

The findings of this study and the efforts of its various committees and stakeholders are only valuable if action is taken.  It should be the task of the Executive Committee that recommendations and actions be presented and implemented that would include Hattiesburg, Camp Shelby, Forrest and Perry Counties, and the residents within the JLUS area.  These recommendations for Action Potential Items are the responses from the Stakeholders, Sponsors, and Policy/Technical Committee.  These responses serve as the immediate plan for compatible growth in the JLUS area.  

1. Real Estate Disclosure Statements 

2. Forrest County, Perry County, and a Military Influence Planning District 

3. Noise Attenuation in Construction 
4. Local, State, or Federal Land Buys 

5. Conservation Easements and the Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program 

6. Other Encroachment Easements 

7. Forrest County and Perry County Comprehensive Plans
8. Area Annexation by the City of Hattiesburg 

9. Implement Zoning 

10. Other Land Purchase Solutions 
11. Mississippi Department of Transportation and Planning Issues 
12. All Sponsors and Committees continue to meet annually to bring all parties together!


The goals is to continue the good neighbor situation that currently exists between Camp Shelby and land owners within the JLUS.  Camp Shelby is an important economic contributor to all the sponsors of this study and it is the intention of this study to serve as a regulatory influence for existing land use practices and future development.
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